
Parish Staff 
Pastor: Father Scott Scheiderer 

 scottscheiderer@archstl.org 
Priest in Residence:  Father Chris Adinuba 

Deacon:  Edward Grotpeter 
Business Manager:  Vivian Fox 

foxvivian48@gmail.com 
 

Secretaries & Child Safety Coordinators:   
Lynda Brand -  lb9853@swbell.net 

Michele Brown - st.augustine.cc.stl@gmail.com 
Yvonne Ward - stmatthews@sbcglobal.net 

 

Music Ministers  
Judith Jackson -Jujacardinal137@gmail.com 

Simeon Layne - Simeon.a.layne.jr@gmail.com 
Michelle Williams - Ministermusic@aol.com 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekend Masses: St. Peter Claver Parish 
    Saturday 4:00 PM 
    Sunday 8:00 & 10:00 AM 
 

Daily Masses: St. Peter Claver Parish 
    Tuesday - Friday, 12:00 PM 
 

at the St. Elizabeth, Mother of John the Baptist Site 
4330 Shreve Avenue, Saint Louis, MO  63115 

 
 

RECONCILIATION 
One (1) hour before Mass and by Appointment 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
One (1) hour Thursdays following 12:00 Noon Mass 

New Parish Transition Team 
 

Kenneth Bell            Barb Johnson 
Stephen Belt            Simeon Layne, Jr. 
Michele Brown            Jan Quinn 
Corliss Cox            Desiray Taylor 
Dionne Flowers           Brenda Vanderford 
Denise Martin Harper           Sandra Wilson 
 

Feel free to contact one of the team members with  
questions and ideas as we transition to a new parish. 

Parish Offices 
 

OLHC - 314-381-0323 
www.olhcstl.org 

 

SA - 314-385-1934 
www.st.augustine.cc.stl@gmail.com 

 

SEMJB-SMA - 314-531-6443 
 

SMA - 314-531-6443 
www.stmatthews@sbcglobal.net 

 

LIVE STREAM - in browser or You Tube: 
@stpeterclaverstl 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 15, 2024 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Grace to you and peace!  Well, we have arrived at 
the third Sunday of the Advent season, a  
Sunday known as “Gaudete Sunday.”  
“Gaudete” is the Latin word for “rejoice.”  This 
title is pulled both from today’s entrance antiphon 
and from today’s Second Reading.  In St. Paul’s 
Letter to the Philippians, he writes, “Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I say, rejoice” (4:4).  In the 
Latin we read “Gaudete in Domino semper…” 
Hence, we refer to it as “Gaudete Sunday.”  This 
is also the Sunday where the priests and deacons 
wear rose vestments.  Rose is symbolic of joy, in 
particular, the joy of the Holy Spirit.    
 

Now, this appeal of St. Paul is not just a little  
advice or an encouragement.  Surprisingly, it’s a 
command!  And not only is he telling his  
audience at Philippi to rejoice, he is saying to do 
it always.  The good news here is that whenever 
the Lord gives a command, he also gives us the 
power to fulfill it!  His words are not empty 
words meant to place unnecessary burdens on us.  
No!  His words have the power to effect what they 
signify.  God never leaves us without.  Whatever 
the circumstances, God promises us He will  
always supply sufficient grace.  It is for us to trust 
in His word and step out in faith.  So, let us heed 
this command and rejoice in Him!  For, as  
St. Paul tells us, “…the Lord is near” (Philippians 
4:5).  He is “Emmanuel,” “God-with-us” always!   
 

This Wednesday, 12/18, to prepare our hearts and 
minds for the “coming of the Lord,” our parish 
will be hosting a “Reconciliation Evening” 
where we will have priests on-hand to hear  
confessions beginning at 6:00 p.m.  I want to  
encourage you to take advantage of this  
opportunity.  A helpful resource to guide you 
through “making a confession” is provided in this 
week’s bulletin (see pg. 7).  Check it out!   
 

Well, my prayers remain for you all!  May the 
peace and joy of the Holy Spirit fill you and your 
loved ones always!   
  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Fr. Scott Scheiderer 
Pastor of St. Peter Claver Parish 

 

Saturday Vigil, December 21 

4:00 PM 
Ushers:  Reggie McMurtry, Rosalind Williams 
 

Lector:  Andrea Barnes 
 

Acolyte:  Kim Reid 
 

Sunday, December 22 
 
8:00 AM 
Ushers:    Bernadette White, Joan Crawford 
 

Lector:    Anjanette Clark 
 

Acolyte:   Abraham Lopez 
 
10:00 AM 
Ushers:   YOUTH SUNDAY 
 

Lector:   Sam Wade, Kennedy Thomas 
 

Acolyte:  Michael Williams, Ter ron Houston 
 

EMHC:  Gail Velten, J im Velten 
    (Main, check-in with Fr. Scott before Mass) 
    Kevin Blackshear (Choir) 
 

Announcer:  Ken Bell 
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Saturday Vigil, December 14 

4:00 PM 
Ushers:  Bernard Anthony, Rosalind Williams 
 

Lector:  Denise Harper -Martin 
 

Acolyte:  Kim Reid 
 

Sunday, December 15 
 
8:00 AM 
Ushers:    Bill Murphy, Linda Hancock-Ross 
 

Lector:    Abraham Lopez 
 

Acolyte:   Shir ley Robinson 
 

10:00 AM 
Ushers:   Ken Bell, Ger ron Houston,  
    Stephanie Reed, Barbara Morrow 
 

Lector:   Denise Thomas, Rober ta McWoods 
 

Acolyte:  Michael Williams, Cor liss Cox 
 

EMHC:  Isom Williams, Jane Brown 
    (Main, check-in with Fr. Scott before Mass) 
    Marie Graham (Choir) 
 

Announcer:  Dionne Flowers 
 

********************************************* 



For our children and our children’s children.  May peace unite our families, and may all divisions 
cease as we celebrate the love of Jesus Christ.  May our family relationships be in harmony as we 
wait for Christmas.            Amen.   

In Loving Memory 

Scripture Readings 
December 15, 2024 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Reading I 
Zephaniah 3:14-18a 

Responsorial Psalm 
Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 

Reading II 
Philippians 4:4-7 

Gospel 
Luke 3:10-18 

December 16 - December 21  
 

Monday:  Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Psalm 25:4-5ab, 6 & 
7bc, 8-9; Matthew 21:23-27 
Tuesday:  Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; 
Matthew 1:1-17 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; 
Matthew 1:18-25  
Thursday:  Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,  
16-17; Luke 1:5-25 
Friday:  Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6:  
Luke 1:26-38 
Saturday:  Song of Songs 2:8-14; Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12,  
20-21; Luke 1:39-45 

HOMEBOUND AND SICK 
Remember in your prayers all the  

Homebound and Sick of our parish: 
 

Paula Addoh, Richard Anderson, Judith Banks,  
James Blum, William Bonnet, Carrie Brown,  
Grace Brown, Jane Brown, Ruby Carter, Roger Casey, 
Seola Collier, Gwen Cooper, Bernice Culmore,  
Lily Davis, Arlene McDaniels, Carol Dickerson,  
Rhonda Dorsey, Harold Duffield, Ethel Franklin,  
Naomi Gardner, Leodia Gooch, Paula Griffin,  
Naomi Hampton, Joan Hanheide, Michael Hanson,  
Kenneth Herndon, Barbara Ingram, Karen Jamison,  
Stanley King, Janie Kirkland, Finley Martin,  
Elizabeth McFarland, Jacqueline McNeese, Jan Quinn, 
Kim Reid, Wendell Scales, Charlene Shannon,  
Shirley Shelton, Sandra Simmons, Frances Simms,  
Dorothy Sing, Crystal Small, Doris Smith,  
Laverna Spinks, Les Wells, Patricia Wells,  
Veronica Whalum, Lillian Whitley, Mattie Williams,  
Eugenia Young 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 
DECEMBER 16 

thru  
DECEMBER 22 

 

Monday, December 16 
    Hillside Rehab & Healthcare Center 
    10:00 a.m.      The Smothers-Tinker Families 
Tuesday, December 17 
    12:00 p.m.      Marcella B. Thomasson 
Wednesday, December 18 
    12:00 p.m.      Jim A. Thomasson 
Thursday, December 19 
    12:00 p.m.       Mary Ellen Metzger 
 

Friday, December 20 
    12:00 p.m.      Ereberta Flowers  

Saturday, December 21 
      4:00 p.m.      Norma Finney  

Sunday, December 22 
      8:00 a.m.      People of the Parish 
    10:00 a.m.      Charmaine Carson 

Remember all of our departed loved ones.   
 

Luci Rucker 
 
 

In my Father’s house 
 are many rooms.   

If it were not so, would I have told you that  
I will go to prepare a place for you?   

 

John 14:2 

Offertory 
 

December 8, 2024 
 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthew, the Apostle               

            $      350.00                  Online 
 
 

Total St. Peter Claver Parish 
             $  6,268.00                   Gen. Fund 
            $     350.00                   Online 
 
 
 

Jesus make our hearts like yours 

December Birthdays  
& Anniversary 
Happy Birthday  

& 
Anniversary 

to all who celebrate this month.   
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KWANZAA 
Kwanzaa comes from the Swahili phrase matunda 
ya kwanza, which means "first fruits".   
 

Kwanzaa is a week-long celebration of African 
and African American culture, history, values, family, and 
community to reaffirm African cultural values, promote  
unity, and celebrate being African in a multicultural context.   
 

December 26 is the beginning Kwanzaa which runs through 
January 1.  We will celebrate Kwanzaa on the weekend of 
December 28 and 29.   



PARISH NEWS 

Prayer to St. Michael 
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the  
wickedness and snares of the devil.  May 
God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of 
God, cast into Hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of 
souls.                Amen. 
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“THIS IS MY STORY . . .  
THIS IS MY SONG” 

 

Remember to come and hear Queen Ester Frazier’s 
faith story.  Join us after the 10:00 a.m. Mass today 
in the rectory basement.  All are welcome to join 
us.   
 

Also, if you are interested in sharing your story, 
please contact Alfreda Pulley on 314-629-6759 or 
call one of the parish offices.  Let’s take advantage 
of this chance to grow in faith with one another.   

SR. ANTONA EBO  
WOMEN’S MINISTRY  

We want to thank the congregation for their 
overwhelming support of the Sr. Antona 
Ebo raffle.  We exceeded our goal!  We 
were able to pick five winners and increase the prize 
amounts.   
 

1st drawing Vernon Trotter for $500 
2nd drawing Rebecca Tory for $300 
3rd drawing Gloria Bean for $300 
4th drawing Barbara Jackson for $150 
5th drawing Tawon Spain for $150 
6th drawing Rita Hollie for $100 
 

The members of Sr. Antona Ebo congratulate our 2024 
winners.  To collect prize money, please see  
Ms. Denise Thomas.   

FEELINGS AND IDEAS 
 

We want to hear from you.  How 
do you feel about the parish  
merger?  What do you think 
would help us grow together?   
 

These are important questions and we need to hear 
your thoughts and ideas.  Please join us in the Bell 
Tower Chapel after 10:00 a.m. Mass today.  Come 
and share your feelings and ideas.   

BACKPACK DRIVE 
 

We are gearing up for our 2025 
Backpack Drive, which  
benefits our students here at the 
parish and supports the students 
at St. Louis Catholic Academy 
and Cardinal Ritter.   
 

If you are interested in sponsoring a grade or  
classroom, see the list with the student count in the 
back of church.   
 

For more information, please see  
Ms. Vickie Rainey. 

ANGEL TREE PROJECT 
There still remain a few angels on 
the rack in the back of church to 
help our church family reach the 25 
young people whose fathers are  
incarcerated.  If you can help, please take an angel, 
purchase the suggested gift, and return it to church as 
soon as possible.  If you have any questions or need 
more information, call Carmen Charleston or the  
parish office.  Thank you for your concern and  
generosity.   

PENANCE SERVICE 
St. Peter Claver Parish, 
we, will be hosting our 
first Penance Service on 
Wednesday, December 18,  
at 6:00 p.m.   
 

Several priests will be 
available to hear your confession when you are 
ready.   
 

Please spread the word — all are welcome.   

SPIRITUAL LIFE  
COMMITTEE 

The Spiritual Life  
Committee would like to 
thank all who supported,  
attended and participated in last Saturday’s Advent 
by Candlelight event.  A good time in the Lord was 
had by all.  Special thanks goes to the ABC  
Planning Committee and table hostesses who made 
the event possible.  Mark your calendars for  
December 6, 2025 and make plans to attend ABC 
next year.  



NEWS FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE COMMUNITY 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH -  
CATHOLIC OR NON-CATHOLIC 

If interested in joining our youth organization, please  
contact Ms. Vickie Eanes Rainey, 314-563-1580, or  
Tesha Stevenson, 314-814-6213, or the parish office.  
Any suggestions are welcome for events, programs, 
training opportunities just share with Ms. Vickie or  
Ms. Tesha.   
Any donations for our young people, please include in an  
envelope marked for the youth and drop in the offertory 
basket or give to Father Scott for use as needed for  
upcoming projects or events.   

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults  
(OCIA) 

Do you know someone that is interested in 
joining the Catholic Church?  Or, someone 
baptized who is not confirmed or who has 
never received communion?   
Classes have begun but it’s not too late to 
join us.  We will meet on Sundays after the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the rectory.   
Contact our Parish Office, 314-531-6443, 
if interested in learning more about joining our 
Church or contact Fr. Scheiderer.   
 

scott.scheiderer@archstl.org.   
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ATTENTION!!! 
As we continue to transition all  
functions and activities to one parish 
family, we are now ready to do so with our online giving 
vendor.   
 

If you do your parish contributions using Our Sunday  
Visitor (OSV), we are asking that you discontinue your 
OSV account.  We will have instructions for setting up a 
new online account.  Until then, we are asking that you put 
your contribution in the offertory basket or mail it to  
St. Peter Claver Parish, 4330 Shreve Avenue, Saint Louis, 
MO  63115.   
 

You can discontinue your account online or by calling 
OSV Technical Support at 800-348-2886.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Peter Claver 
Parish.   

NEW LITURGICAL YEAR 
The third Sunday of Advent is 
known as Gaudete Sunday, 
which is a Latin word that 
means "rejoice". It's a day to 
celebrate the joy of anticipation for Christmas and to 
mark a shift in the tone of Advent from penitential 
reflection to joyful anticipation.   
 

John the Baptist teaches the path of repentance and 
announces Christ.   
 

This Sunday is a joyful reminder that our salvation 
is near.  

SCRIP PROGRAM 
The holidays are quickly  
approaching.  For those of you 
who are unable to get to the store or prefer to avoid the 
crowds, we offer you a solution, our Scrip Program.  In a 
nutshell, you purchase gift cards from a wide range of  
vendors with cash or check, we order them and have 
them for you the next weekend.   
 

Our Parish benefits as each vendor has agreed to a  
percentage discount on each card purchased.  So, you 
pay the full denomination amount of the card, the  
discounted percentage is applied and the discounted  
portion stays at the Parish.  We do not keep any cards on 
hand.  See the list of vendors and their discount or talk to 
Lynda in the back of church.    

As Father has announced at Mass, our 
St. Peter Claver Parish bank account 
has been established and is operable.   
 

We now ask when writing a check to 
the Parish you enter St. Peter Claver Parish in the “Pay to the 
Order Of” area of the check.   
 

Checks now made out incorrectly will be returned to the  
originator asking them to issue a new check made out properly 
to St. Peter Claver Parish.   
 

Should you have questions regarding this request, please direct 
them to the Parish Office.   
 

THANK YOU!!!   

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
Wednesday, December 18, 6:00 p.m. 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday, December 21, 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 22, 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
 

VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Tuesday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. 
 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Wednesday, December 25, 12:00 a.m. (Midnight) 
Wednesday, December 25, 9:00 a.m. 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Tuesday, December 31, 12:00 p.m. 
 

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Wednesday, January 1, 12:00 p.m. 
 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 4, 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 5. 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 11, 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 12, 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 



 



 



 

In Loving Memory 
of  

Leroy & Maudesta Gougisha 
Jerone “Ronnie” Gougisha 

Janet Gougisha 
Joshua Johnson 

        In Loving Memory of             
James & Margaret Bland 

       Theresa Frisch-Gordon 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
               

       Beloved Father & Mother 
       and Grandmother 

 

In Memory of 
Mrs. Angela Akunmo 

(née Ezepue) 
 

May her soul Rest in Peace. 
Amen 

 

       In Loving Memory  
of  

Stanley & Clayton Rice 
Ernest &Lucinda Rice 
John & Mary Briggs 

Clayton & Althlee Williams 
Harrison York Smith, II 

                                   
                                 Be a member of                
                           The Holy Name Society 
                          
                         Try to attend Daily Mass 
 

In Beloved Memory of 
Carl Jacob Westfall 
Carl Lewis Westfall 

Sophia Alexander Westfall 
Ann A. Parker 

William “Beanie” Westfall 

 
In Memory 

  of 
Beaulah & Walter McPherson                

Mildred & Barney Simms 
And Other Family Members 

 

 

Memorialize a loved one 
In this  
space 

 

In Loving Memory of 
Choi S. Handley  

 
(wife, mother, daughter, sister) 

In Loving Memory 
 

of 
 

Ida Collins                 Lindell Collins Sr. 
Lindell Collins Jr.     Ernest Collins 
Albert Mason Jr.     William Collins Sr. 
                    Doris Mason 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Jannia Fields 
Vivian Kirksey 

Henry Frank Clay, Jr. 
HenrieƩa Clay 

Is Stephens Ministry for you? Contact  Teresa Scurlock  314.397.2748 Margaret Ann McCabe  314.609-9285 
 
 

In Memory of 
Helena C. Anthony 
Shawn C. Anthony 

Lloyd Tilghman 
Francis Tilghman 

Theresa Tilghman 
John O. Tilghman 

Lloyd (chick) Tilghman 

In Loving Memory of 
Burton & Ruby Woods, 
Paul & Victoria Powell, 

George Powell, Willie Paul Powell, 
Charles “Bobby” Powell, Elenora Ross,  

Maƫe Toney, Elijah “Joe” Turnage, 
Equellia Woods , Iola Abney 

 
Memorialize a loved one 

In this  
space 

In Memoriam 
 

  Oliver McCullum              Raymond Prisby, Sr. 
  Gretchen McCullum         Mary Prisby Holliday 
  Levester McCullum           Gladys Prisby-Ross 
  Ruby Williams                    Raymond Prisby, Jr. 
  Willa Mae McFarley          Russell E. Prisby                      
  Virginia Ann Saunders      Vivian Prisby 

 

  

 
 

 

    

 
 

 
 
 

In Memory of 
Earl Franklin Johnson, Sr. 
Earl Franklin Johnson, Jr. 

Marian Fleming 
John E. Ford, Jr. 

Ella & Willie Butler 
Samuel Sheppard 
Marquez Oliver 

 

               Be a member of 
 St. Ann Sodality 

 
 

  AƩend Mass regularly 
  MeeƟngs every 3rd Sunday 

Please support the businesses and pray for the people that sponsor these ads.  They make our bulletins possible! 

In loving memory of Thad Hollie, Jr., Esq. 
 

“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abiding in the word of the Lord, because you  

know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”  
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

Knights of Peter Claver 
Father Zimmerman Council 150 

 
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary 

   St. Matthew Court 150 
 

SPREADING EVANGELIZATION SINCE 1909 
 
 

For information contact:  Isom Williams, Jr. (Knights) 
                                          Patricia Hughes (Ladies) 

IN MEMORIAM 
Deceased Members of St. Vincent de Paul Society @ St. Matthew                                                

Liz Bell Leo Glaze Mary Hoskins Ruth Mitchell 
Beatrice Blackshear Flora Hailey Lillie Johnson Jean  Short 
Henry Brown Cloteal Harris Ernestine Jackson  
Dorothy Cain Gwendolyn Harris Al & Felecia Leake  
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